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Our Mission 

is to inspire each student to learn 

   by nurturing intercultural understanding and critical thinking
       immersed in the Mediterranean context, 

          and become global citizens 
               that contribute to holistic sustainable development    
                  and international peace. 



TABLE OF CONTENTS

The Italian Higher Education System

The Italian Academy Pathway Programs

Foundation Year Fees and Deadline

Foundation Year University Partners

Foundation Year Tracks

Program Location

Student Life

pages 4-6

pages 7-8

pages 9-11

pages 12-13

pages 14-16

pages 17-20

page 21-24



ACCESSIBLE & 
ATTRACTIVE

HIGHER
EDUCATION 

Excellent reputation for high standards of education and
graduate employability.

Affordable tuition and living costs:
most Italian Universities apply the same Tuition Fees 
for EU and extra-EU students.

“Work-and-Study”: university study visas allow
international students to take on a part-time job.

THE ITALIAN
HIGHER

EDUCATION
SYSTEM

Ranked in the Top 10 Most Attractive University Systems
worldwide for international students (OECD):



ITALIAN
HIGHER

EDUCATION
SYSTEM

High School Diploma 

1st Level
Specializing

Master
1 year

2nd Level
Specializing

Master
1 year

Single
Cycle

(Bachelor’s +
Master’s
Degree)
5-6 years

Foundation Year 
or Admission Test Preparation

Bachelor's
degree

3 years

Master's
degree

2 years

PhD 
3-5 years 

THE ITALIAN
HIGHER

EDUCATION
SYSTEM
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Personalised support and guidance throughout your university application journey.

Beginner to Intermediate Italian (B2): 600 contact hours

(Optional) Advanced B2+ level: 200 hours in 12-month program

CILS/PLIDA Italian exam preparation

Academic language empowerment

Business & Economics

Mathematics - Business -

Statistics & Entrepreneurship

Medicine & Life Sciences
Biology  - Chemistry - Physics 

Mathematics & Logical Reasoning 

Design Fashion & Art
Applied Workshops - Portfolio
development - Art History -
Drawing and illustration

ADMISSION & ACADEMIC MENTORING

A comprehensive pathway combining Italian language mastery and five specialised tracks, bridging the gap

to university admission through dedicated academic mentoring.

INTERNATIONAL FOUNDATION YEAR - PROGRAM STRUCTURE

5 ACADEMIC TRACKS TO CHOOSE

ITALIAN LANGUAGE COURSE

600
Contact Hours

300
Contact Hours

TAUGHT IN ENGLISH



Program Intakes & Academic Calendar

Start date:
September, 2027

Winter break:
TBC

End date:
June 2027

Fall intake (9 months)

Start date:
19 January 2027

End date:
10 September, 2027

Spring break:
28 March 2027 - 4

April 2027

Winter intake (9 months)



     Foundation Year
Program Fees 

Application fee: €60

 Enrollment fee: €400 

       Total Tuition Fee: €7.500

Housing fee: €3.630  

(shared bedroom)

Refundable Housing Deposit: 

€ 450 



Payment deadline & Structure 
1st Installment: €1.400    

     to be paid within a week from the receipt of the Program Agreement
               € 550: first payment of the tuition fee + 

€450: refundable housing deposit + 
€400: enrollment fee

2nd Installment: €3.527
to be paid by November 13th  

€1.210: First payment of the housing fee +
€2317: Second payment of the tuition fee

3rd Installment: €3.527 
 to be paid by January 12th

 €1.210: second payment of the housing fee +
€2317: third payment of the tuition fee

4th Installment: €3.527 
 to be paid by April 9th

  €1.210: third payment of the housing fee +
€2317: fourth payment of the tuition fee

Single room (upon availability): + €1.320



Guardianship service fee
For students under the age of 18, we offer a 

legal guardianship service is valid until the student turns 18

This is a requirement for minors studying abroad 
without a parent or legal guardian residing in Italy

Guardianship Service Fees:
€250: Reduced rate for minor students turning 18 years old on or
before May 31, 2027.
€400: Full-Year rate for minor students turning 18 after May 31, 2027 (or
remaining under 18 for the entire duration of the program).

Note: The Guardianship Fee is due at the time of the 1st Installment payment
deadline



CAMPUS HIGHLIGHTS
Prime location in the heart of Sicily: the sunniest region in Italy
Leading Sicilian university in Graduate Employability
State-of-the-art Sport and Leisure facilities

ACADEMIC HIGHLIGHTS
Small class sizes and continuous academic mentoring
Double Degree in Architecture with Polytechnic University of
Barcelona
Civil and Aerospace Engineering cutting edge facilities
including the largest Seismic Simulator in Southern Europe and
a state-of-the-art Flight Simulator
Cutting edge Medicine and Clinical Science Laboratories
Computer Science degree with a focus on AI and Robotics  

    MEDICINE       BUSINESS   

The Italian Academy partners with Kore University of Enna (UKE) to offer the Foundation Year STEM and Liberal Arts tracks
providing international students from all academic backgrounds the opportunity to study in one of the top universities in Southern Italy,
 
Students that complete the Foundation Year and decide to continue studying at Kore are offered:

Guaranteed Tuition Fee Scholarship: up to 50% for the 1st Year of Bachelor’s Degree.
Financial support for housing on campus (limited places)

CLICK HERE TO VISIT 
WEBSITE

#4 in Italy 
for Quality of Education

2024

PARTNER UNIVERSITIES

https://www.theitalianacademy.com/universities/foundation-year-in-art-fashion-and-design-in-italy/
https://www.theitalianacademy.com/universities/foundation-year-in-art-fashion-and-design-in-italy/
https://www.theitalianacademy.com/
https://www.theitalianacademy.com/
https://www.theitalianacademy.com/


DESIGN   FASHION   VISUAL
ARTS

The Italian Academy partners with ABADIR Design Academy to offer the Foundation Year in Design, Fashion and Visual Art, providing
international students from all academic backgrounds the opportunity to study at an accessible price on campus in one of the top art and design
schools in Italy, while learning Italian.

Upon completion of the Foundation Year, students are offered:
Direct Progression with a tuition fee scholarship at Abadir in Catania
Transfer to another public or private Design Academy or University in Italy, in art and design hubs such as Milan, Florence or Rome.

CLICK HERE TO VISIT 
WEBSITE

CAMPUS HIGHLIGHTS
Unique location nestled on the slopes of Mount Etna

Historic venue: the Fine Art Academy  is hosted in an

ancient Sicilian mansion

ACADEMIC HIGHLIGHTS
Small class sizes and continuous academic mentoring

Hands-on learning environment: practical labs and

workshops led by faculty and professionals across design,

communication, and digital media.

Design culture & events: regular talks, exhibitions and

initiatives hosted at ABADIR to promote design culture
locally and internationally. 
International outlook: ABADIR supports international

activity and exchange mobility 

PARTNER UNIVERSITIES

https://www.theitalianacademy.com/universities/foundation-year-in-art-fashion-and-design-in-italy/
https://www.theitalianacademy.com/universities/foundation-year-in-art-fashion-and-design-in-italy/
https://www.theitalianacademy.com/universities/foundation-year-in-art-fashion-and-design-in-italy/
https://www.theitalianacademy.com/universities/foundation-year-in-art-fashion-and-design-in-italy/


The International Medical Admissions Test (IMAT) are the national admission

test for access to Medicine and Life Sciences degree programs in English. 
Medicine and Surgery courses in English are offered at 20 Italian International
Medical Schools. Admission to all other international degree programs in life
sciences is also based on admission tests held at each university, with the
same question areas and format: 

MEDICINE & LIFE SCIENCES
FOUNDATION YEAR TRACK

Pathways to University in Italy

CLICK HERE TO VISIT 
PROGRAM PAGE

LANGUAGE & MENTORING
Italian & Culture

Italian Exam Preparation

Academic Mentoring & Admission Counselling

THE PROGRAM INCLUDES:

ACADEMIC COURSES 
Mathematics

Physics

Biology

Chemistry

Logical reasoning and Critical thinking

Academic Skills & Writing

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS:

Valid Passport

Final high school diploma or certificate of enrollment

Transcript of records

English language proficiency:

    - IELTS Academic: 5.5 - 6.5 (no element below 5.5)

    - Cambridge Scale: 160+ points 

    - Duolingo English Test: 100+ points

   - TOEFL iBT: 4.0 – 4.5 (min. 4.0 in each section) or 72+ points

for tests bef. January 2026.

At least 17 years old at the time of the application 

IMAT - key fact: 

When: Fall (September)

Where: At the University of your first choice

Language: English

Format: 60 multiple-choice questions across 5 sections:

Biology: 23

Chemistry: 15

Physics & Math: 13

Reading / General Knowledge: 4

Logical Reasoning: 5

Duration: 100 minutes

https://www.theitalianacademy.com/universities/medicine-and-clinical-sciences-international-foundation-program/
https://www.theitalianacademy.com/universities/medicine-and-clinical-sciences-international-foundation-program/
https://www.theitalianacademy.com/universities/medicine-and-clinical-sciences-international-foundation-program/
https://www.theitalianacademy.com/universities/medicine-and-clinical-sciences-international-foundation-program/
https://www.theitalianacademy.com/universities/medicine-and-clinical-sciences-international-foundation-program/


As one of the world’s largest economies (around 8th by nominal GDP),
Italy offers strong academic and career opportunities for international
students in Business and Economics, supported by a highly export-
oriented industrial system. 
Admission to Bachelor’s programmes typically involves an entry test, and
requirements vary by university and programme. 

BUSINESS, ECONOMICS 
& SOCIAL SCIENCES

 FOUNDATION YEAR TRACK

Summer Preparatory Courses

THE PROGRAM INCLUDES:

CLICK HERE TO VISIT 
PROGRAM PAGE

LANGUAGE & MENTORING
Italian & Culture

Italian Exam Preparation

Academic Mentoring & Admission Counselling

ACADEMIC COURSES
Mathematics

Introduction to Business and Entrepreneurship

Introductory Economics

Introductory Statistics and Computational Thinking

Creative Writing and Future Storytelling

Logical reasoning and Critical thinking

Academic Skills & Writing

1.CISIA TOLC-E: for Italian-taught degree

Format: 36 questions, across 3 sections: Mathematics, Logical

Reasoning & Reading comprehension, +30 English questions.

Delivery modes: depending on the university call, you may take it at a

test centre (@UNI) or remotely (@CASA).

2.CISIA CEnT-S: to access English-taught scientific areas

Structure: 55 multiple-choice questions, 110 minutes, 5 sections:

             Mathematics, Reasoning on texts & data, Biology, Chemistry & Physics. 

Delivery modes: @UNI (on campus) or @HOME/@CASA (remote).

   3. University-specific tests: 

                          - Bocconi University

                          - LUISS

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS:

Valid Passport

Final high school diploma or certificate of enrollment

Transcript of records

English language proficiency:

    - IELTS Academic: 5.5 - 6.5 (no element below 5.5)

    - Cambridge Scale: 160+ points 

    - Duolingo English Test: 100+ points

   - TOEFL iBT: 4.0 – 4.5 (min. 4.0 in each section) or 72+ points

for tests bef. January 2026.

At least 17 years old at the time of the application 

https://www.theitalianacademy.com/universities/business-and-economics-international-foundation-program/
https://www.theitalianacademy.com/universities/business-and-economics-international-foundation-program/
https://www.theitalianacademy.com/universities/business-and-economics-international-foundation-program/
https://www.theitalianacademy.com/universities/business-and-economics-international-foundation-program/
https://www.theitalianacademy.com/universities/business-and-economics-international-foundation-program/


ACADEMIC COURSES
History of Arts and Architecture

Contemporary and Applied Arts

Portfolio-making and Storytelling

Drawing and Illustration Workshop

Immersive Design Workshop

Creative Writing and Future Storytelling Lab

Introduction to Business and Entrepreneurship

Academic Skills & Writing

Italy is one of Europe’s most inspiring destinations for Design, Fashion &
Visual Arts, thanks to a unique mix of heritage and contemporary creativity
and a strong link between education and industry. Students benefit from
studying in cities that are global reference points for the creative industries.

Italy also hosts internationally recognised higher-education pathways in Art
& Design:

Public universities (design/architecture-focused)

Public Fine Arts Academies (AFAM)

Specialised private academies/schools (fashion-oriented)

DESIGN, FASHION & ARTS
 FOUNDATION YEAR TRACK

Summer Preparatory Courses

THE PROGRAM INCLUDES:

CLICK HERE TO VISIT 
PROGRAM PAGE

LANGUAGE & MENTORING
Italian & Culture

Italian Exam Preparation

Academic Mentoring & Admission Counselling

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS:

Valid Passport

Final high school diploma or certificate of enrollment

Transcript of records

English language proficiency:

    - IELTS Academic: 5.5 - 6.5 (no element below 5.5)

    - Cambridge Scale: 160+ points 

    - Duolingo English Test: 100+ points

   - TOEFL iBT: 4.0 – 4.5 (min. 4.0 in each section) or 72+ points

for tests bef. January 2026.

At least 17 years old at the time of the application 

https://www.theitalianacademy.com/universities/business-and-economics-international-foundation-program/
https://www.theitalianacademy.com/universities/business-and-economics-international-foundation-program/
https://www.theitalianacademy.com/universities/business-and-economics-international-foundation-program/
https://www.theitalianacademy.com/universities/business-and-economics-international-foundation-program/
https://www.theitalianacademy.com/universities/business-and-economics-international-foundation-program/


On-site class at the Greek Theater in Syracuse, Sicily

Large Classrooms 

& 

Small Class sizes

PROGRAM LOCATION
SYRACUSE, SICILY



Syracuse: 
City Campus

With two state-of-the-art Study Centers and
longstanding partnerships with local universities, the
Italian Academy serves as a gateway for international
students to unlock the wide array of academic
resources and opportunities available in Italy.

Neapolis Study C
ent

er

O
rt

ig

ia Study Center



A peaceful oasis by
the sea in the heart

of the archaeological
area of Syracuse

The Neapolis Study Center is adjacent to St. John’s Church and the

Archaeological Museum, while the Greek Theater and the island of Ortygia are

at a short walking distance.

The historic villa boasts two acres of lush botanical garden filled with citrus

trees, Mediterranean flora and century-old plants. 

Neapolis Study Center

Location



Location

Ortigia Study Center
Located on the island of Ortigia, in the 14th-century ​Palazzo Beneventano
del Bosco, set in the most charming square in the city, Piazza Duomo. The
late-baroque style palazzo faces the Municipio (Town Hall) and the Duomo
(Cathedral), both of which were erected on the ruins of two Greek temples.
The Piazza Duomo square sits on the site of the ancient Greek city’s
acropolis, bearing witness to which is the majestic doric colonnade on the
northern side of the cathedral. 

The Ortigia
Study Center
at Palazzo
Beneventano



LIVING
IN 
SICILY

Syracuse is very easy to navigate
by foot or by bike making it ideal
for international students who
may not have easy access to
cars. 

Walk, bike, bus, train or boat!
Many ways to get around without
a car. 

Walkable
Syracuse is a medium-sized,
lively and dynamic city on the
coast of Southeast Sicily. About
130,000 residents makes it a
perfect size for international
students. 
Syracuse has a vibrant
international resident community
and attracts visitors from all over
the world. 

Student-sized,
safe city

Being a city on the sea comes
with plenty of advantages!
Syracuse has a mild climate, lots
of great swim spots and plenty of
beautiful views to inspire art. 

Students can easily maintain a
healthy study/life balance and
enjoy all the sea has to offer. 

Seaside
City Life

PART I



LIVING
IN 
SICILY

Prime location in Siracusa!
Positioned minutes away from
the main study center, our
student housing offers both
convenience and a vibrant
community ambiance, right at the
heart of the safe and lively city
center and walking distance from
the beach."

Close to where
you need to be

Embrace vibrant university life in
Siracusa! With single rooms for
privacy and spacious common
areas designed for interaction,
our self-catering apartments are
perfect for socializing. Connect,
collaborate, and create lasting
memories in Sicily.

Socialize

Stay cozy in Siracusa! Our
student apartments offer comfy
private rooms with storage and
study space, spacious areas to
relax and a kitchen with all mod-
cons, making it a perfect spot
after a day of studies. Cleaning,
fast reliable Wi-fi, 24-7
emergency and maintenance
service and an all-inclusive
utilities contract ensure a
problem-free living experience.

ComfortHousing

PART II



LIVING
IN 
SICILY Students may choose to dedicate

free time to improve their sports
skills in a range of different
areas. Siracusa has excellent
sport facilities and teams. At
close vicinity from the school
there are swimming pools, gyms,
running and cycle tracks,
football fields, basketball and
handball facilities, as well as
world-famous tennis, golf and
water-sport (SUP, kayaking and
surfing) clubs.

Sports

Join our weekly tandem exchange
aperitifs and cooking classes with
local and international students for
lively socials and explore Sicily's
wonders with excursions included in
the program, from majestic Mt. Etna
volcano to the  awe-inspiring Baroque
UNESCO sites. Blend culture, nature,
and fun!

Social Activities
& Field Trips

Students may choose to dedicate
time to social and/or
environmental volunteering, to
develop their interpersonal and
intercultural skills and enrich
their CV. Activities run with
NGOs that our institution
supports. Past Students have
volunteered in the role of
teaching assistants for language
and homework support,
participated in the clean up of
beaches and historical sites.

Volunteering
Activities

PART III



WWW.THEITALIANACADEMY.COM/UNIVERSITIES

For additional information on Italian
University preparation and pathway programs: 

admissions@theitalianacademy.com

YOUR PATHWAY 
TO UNIVERSITY

IN ITALY

https://www.theitalianacademy.com/universities
https://www.theitalianacademy.com/universities/business-and-economics-international-foundation-program/
https://www.theitalianacademy.com/universities/business-and-economics-international-foundation-program/
https://www.theitalianacademy.com/universities/business-and-economics-international-foundation-program/
https://www.theitalianacademy.com/universities/business-and-economics-international-foundation-program/
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